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Decision Letter: 

Attached is the decision letter issued by District Attorney Brian Mason related to an officer-involved shooting that 
occurred in Thornton on August 11, 2024. 

BWC Videos from 8/11/24: 
81124ThorntonOISBWCs 

# # # 

District Attorney Mason assumed the oath of office on January 12, 2021. The 17th Judicial District Attorney’s Office endeavors to seek 
justice on behalf of the citizens of Adams and Broomfield counties in felony and misdemeanor cases. DA Mason and his staff are 

dedicated to transforming the criminal justice system to better serve the citizens of the 17th Judicial District. 
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Brian S. Mason 

District Attorney 

17th Judicial District 

Adams & Broomfield Counties 

District Attorney's Office 

December 17. 2025 

Thornton Police Chief Jim Baird 
9551 Ci\·ic Center Ori\ e 
Thornton, Colorado 80229 

RE: The officer-inrnh eel shooting of Mr. Pedro Noe Sotelo on August 11. 202..J. 

Dear Chief Baird: 

This letter is a re\·ie\\. of the criminal inwstigation into the August 11. 2024. officer-inYolYecl shooting 
of Mr. Pedro Sotelo. The 17th Judicial District Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT) conducted the 
investigation, led by Aurora Police DetectiYe Ralph Knight. The remaining im·estigators on the CIRT 
\\ ho \\Orkecl on this inYestigation are associated \\ ith Im\ enforcement agencies independent of the 
Thornton Police Department. The Office of the District Attorney concludes that the im·estigation was 
thorough and complete. This letter includes a summary of the facts and materials that the CIRT 
presented for re\·ie\Y, along \\ ith my pertinent legal conclusions. 

This reYiew is limited to determining \\·hether any criminal charges should be filed against the inrnh·ecl 
orticers for \·iolations of Colorado hm. The standard of proof for filing a criminal case is \\·hether there 
is sufficient eYiclence to prow all the elements of a crime beyond a reasonable doubt. The prosecution 
also has the burden of proYing beyond a reasonable doubt that the use of force ,,·as not legally justified. 
This independent in\'estigation and re,·iew is not intended to take the place of an internal affairs 
inYestigation by your agency. The 17' 11  Judicial District Attorney·s re\'ie,, does not e, aluate 
compliance with departmental policies, standards, or procedures. 

I find the actions or the inrnlvecl oflicers to be legally justified in this incident. Furthermore, based on 
the eYidence presented and applicable law. there is no reasonable likelihood of proving the elements of 
any crime beyond a reasonable doubt against the involved officers. Therefore, no criminal charges will 
be filed against the officers involved in this incident. 

SUMMARY OF THE INCIDENT 

On August 11, 2024, at approximately 7:55 p.m., Thornton Police Department dispatch received a call 
for service to the Bellco Credit Union, located at 9710 Washington Street, regarding a male in the 

r

parking lot shooting a gun indiscriminately. The caller reported the male fi ing several rounds and then 
holding the gun to his head. A second cal !er called 911, reporting hearing someone shooting and 
observed a male liring rounds across Washington Street. 
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