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Decision Letter: 

 
 

Attached is the decision letter issued by District Attorney Brian Mason related to an officer-involved shooting that 
occurred in Thornton on July 24, 2024. 
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District Attorney Mason assumed the oath of office on January 12, 2021. The 17th Judicial District Attorney’s Office endeavors to seek 
justice on behalf of the citizens of Adams and Broomfield counties in felony and misdemeanor cases. DA Mason and his staff are 

dedicated to transforming the criminal justice system to better serve the citizens of the 17th Judicial District. 
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Brian S. Mason 
District Attorney 

17th Judicial District 
Adams & Broomfield Counties 

District Attorney's Office 

December 17. 2025 

Chief .Jim Baird 
City of Thornton Police Department 
9551 Civic Center Dri\·e 
Thornton. CO 80229 

RE: The officer-inrnh·ed shooting of Gilberto Velasquez Carnero on July 24, 2024 

Dear Chief Baird: 

This letter is a reYiew of the criminal inYestigation into the .July 24, 2024 shooting of 

Gilberto Velasquez Carnero by Thornton Police Department Officer .Julian Becerra. The 17th 

.Judicial District Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT) conducted the inwstigation, led by the 
City of Broomfield Police Department Detectiw Andre,\' Martinez and the City of Westminster 
Police Depaitment Detective Ste\'e Sanders. The remaining imestigators on the CIRT who 
,,orked on this i1n-estigation are associated with lmY enforcement agencies independent of the 
Thornton Police Department. The Office of the District Attorney concludes that the 
inYestigation \\'as thorough and complete. This letter includes a summary of the facts and 
materials that the CIRT presented for reYiew. along with my pertinent legal conclusions. 

This revie\\ is limited to determini1rn: � whether am· ., criminal charu.es � should be filed 
against the imolYed officer for a \·iolation of Colorado law. The standard of proof for filing a 
criminal case is \\ hether there is sufficient evidence to pro\·e all the elements of a crime beyond a 
reasonable doubt. The prosecution also has the burden to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that 
the use of force was not legally justified. This independent investigation and review is not 

intended to take the place of an internal affairs investigation by your agency. The 17 th Judicial 
District Attorney's review does not evaluate compliance with any departmental policies, 
standards, or procedures. This review is mandated by Colorado law which requires the public 
release of a report explaining findings and the bases for a District Attorney's decision not to file 
criminal charges when officers are involved in the discharge of a firearm that results in serious 
bodily injury or death. 

Based on the evidence presented and the applicable Colorado law, there is no reasonable 
likelihood of success of proving the elements of any crime beyond a reasonable doubt against the 
involved officer. Therefore, no criminal charges will be filed against Officer Julian Becerra, the 
law enforcement officer involved in this incident. 
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